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The conceptual History of “Practical Learning” in Korea

Kang, Ji-eun, Graduate Institute of National Development, Taiwan University

The concept of practical learning recognized by Korean scholarship is a practic
al knowledge that stresses of the usefulness of Practical Learning School in the late J
oseon Dynasty and affirms its relevance to modernity. This definition not only overwh
elms the original Confucian concept of practical learning, but reflects the historical fa
cts of Japan rather than those of Korea.

First, under the martial rule of the samurai during the Edo period, the imperial
examinations were not carried out in Japan. The Confucians tried hard to find out th
e role that Confucianism could play in their society and how best to devote their eff
orts to the practical application of Confucianism in daily life. Although they produced
various kinds of approaches to practical learning from the Edo to the Meiji eras, the
common characteristics of their practical learning were “practicality” and *“usefulness.”

During the era of Japanese colonial rule over Korea, Japanese scholar Inaba I
wakichi was the first to employ the concept of Japanese practical learning to study th
e history of Korean Confucianism. Following the path of Inaba, Korean historians beg
an delving into the history of such practical learning in Korea.

Consequently, in the turmoil in East Asia, the Korean academics opposed the c
ritique of “Confucianism's uselessness,” and advocated that "Confucianism is useful.”
This background gave impetus to the study of practical learning in Korean Confuciani
sm and was also the root cause of the intricacies of the concept of practical learning
in Korea ever since.



