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What Is Goodness of Politics: The Modern Significance of the Han Confucian Scholar
Dong Zhongshu’s Political Philosophy

Zeng Zhenyu, Advanced Institute of Confucian Studies, Shandong University

Dong Zhongshu, as the leading figure of Confucian Schools, who represents the
epochal spirit of the time. Metaphysically, he argues that “the will of the people is the
mandate of the Heaven”. Namely, the regime won the will of the people is the regime
received blessed fate from the heaven; on the contrary, the regime which lost the
support from the people, it is the regime denied or even deserted by the heaven. By
analyzing a series of ideas, arguments, and topics like, “The will of the people is the
will of heaven”, “Ren, the will of heaven”, “The heaven chooses king for the people”,
“Compromise the king’s benefit to free the heaven”, “The Way of being a good
official is to strive”, “A king should never oppress the people”, “Proposing
kindheartedness and justice”, “The wise man can rule the people all under heaven”,
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and “Flow the fate/ Change the fate”, One could find that Dong Zhongshu tried to
testify and answer the ultimate question in political philosophy: What is the goodness
of politics? Dong Zhongshu’s answer is: The goodness of politics is to transcend the
practical interest of one’s own and establish the political systems/decisions/moralities,
the ethics of political systems, and the social/ political ideals on the basis of
Confucious kindheartedness and justice, which is the moral spirit and cultural heritage,
by the standard of Loving the People, following the will of people, and bid to
kindheartedness and justice as the ultimate goal of the social politics. Setting moral
rules for the people under heaven is the social duty that Dong Zhong strove towards.



