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Mao Zedong’s Use of the History and Culture of
the Ming Dynasty

Chak Chi-shing’

Abstract

Mao Zedong’s use of Chinese history and culture was obviously not
confined to the Ming Dynasty. For example, The Story of the Stone by Cao
Xugqin and Statecraft by Zeng Guofan of the Qing Dynasty had profound
influence on Mao’s thinking. To fully analyze Mao’s use of the entire
extent of Chinese history and culture would require volumes, but this article
can focus on Mao’s use of the Ming Dynasty. Inspired by Zhang
Xuecheng’s concept that “the Six Classics are all history,” this article not
only considers materials written and edited during the Ming Dynasty, it also
includes Qing and modern texts on the Ming Dynasty. This article aims to
analyze how the history and culture of the Ming Dynasty, after being
creatively transformed by Mao, were used as important sources of Mao’s
thinking. Many of Mao’s policies were influenced by his readings of Ming
Dynasty works. In addition, Mao’s familiarity with drama and fiction of the
Ming Dynasty enabled him to move freely between popular culture and elite
culture. This contributed to his mastery of psychological engineering and
mass mobilization. Furthermore, Mao’s reading of The Water Margin and
The Romance of the Three Kingdoms allowed him to devise tactics to defeat
the Nationalist Party in 1949.

Keywords: Mao Zedong, the Cultural Revolution, popular culture, mass

mobilization, psychological engineering
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