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Collective Memory vs. Historical Truth:
The Construction of the So-Called Great Victory
at Pingxing Gate and Its Later Deconstruction

Chak Chi-shing”

Abstract

On 25 September 1937, more than five thousand soldiers of the 115"
Division, the main force of the Eighth Army led by the Chinese Communist
Party, laid an ambush near Pingxing Gate and killed about five hundred
trapped Japanese transportation personnel. But the Red Army also suffered
heavy casualties—almost one thousand Communist soldiers lost their lives.
This ambush should neither be considered “great” nor should it be labeled a
“victory” in comparison with many more important battles such as the
Tai-Er-Zhuang (= 5 #f) Campaign or the Kun-Lun-Guan (& #F F)
Campaign launched by Guomindang troops during the War of Resistance
against Japan. This article aims at examining why and how the ambush was
immediately promoted as the first and the “greatest victory” of the War of
Resistance in later Communist propaganda. It also examines why and how
the so-called “great victory” was constructed as the collective memory of the
new generations of citizens of the People’s Republic of China, as well as its
later deconstruction in the era of post Maoism.

Keywords: Mao Zedong, the War of Resistance against Japan, collective
memory, historical truth
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