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The Persistent Thought of Survival Under the Collective Consciousness

Study on the Views of Life and Death in The Book of Songs’

Abstract

The views of life and death are a person's fundamental view and attitude
towards life and death. It is not only a realistic problem related to his life » but also
a philosophical problem that made the ancient and modern Chinese and foreign
philosophers pondered and explored painstakingly. In ancient times > because of
the poor living environment > low productivity and limited thinking ability of
ancestors > they could not think deeply about life and death. So they generally
adopted primitive religious methods > whether totem worship > reproductive worship »
or ancestors’ worship, they would link the problem of life and death with witchcraft
ceremony together > which reflected the efforts exploring their life. As one of the
most magnificent chapters in the history of Chinese literature, "The Book of Songs"
mainly contains social poems from the founding of the Western Zhou Dynasty to
the Spring and Autumn Period. "Generally, it reflects the social outlook of the Zhou
Dynasty and the people's thoughts and feelings. "6As the whole Zhou Dynasty was
an important era in the development of Chinese history which had formed a mature
system of ritual and music and perfect etiquette norms based on Xia and Shang

civilizations.Therefore, the study of the concept of life and death in "The Book of

PR S  GHEEE > (BUEAIEE)  (J54: Views of Life and Death
in Later Han China) ( & @ E/ESHEEHAR) > 2005 °
UL A EE R, ARG (FIGET ) cH3 -

3



Songs™ is of great significance to understand and grasp the cultural connotation of
that era.

In the last century - there emerged a series of research achievements on the
outlooks of life and death in the Book of Songs by masters of traditional Chinese
studies > such as Wen Yiduo > Chen Zizhan > Sun Zuoyun > Ye Shuxian and Japanese
scholar 5 JI[## » who re-evaluated the value of the Book of Songs from the
perspective of folklore and anthropology - so as to provide future generations with
the connotation of the outlooks of life and death.

The results are as follows:

(1) The poets' exploration of the origin of life in "The Book of Songs" left
behind the marks of ancient myths and legends and primitive religious beliefs. Their
understanding of the concept of life and death was accompanied by the evolution
of the times, the improvement of productivity, and the awakening of some life
consciousness, such as the importance of human beings.

(2) Patriarchal clan system and its ritual and music system ran through the
whole life of the "poet era™ in "The Book of Songs”, including their outlook of life
and death. Ancient people had realized that marriage, reproduction, sacrifice,
pursuit of longevity, filial piety and patriarchal clan system had some complex
relations.

(3) The ancients' desire for "life" had reached a very "persistent” level. On one
hand, they will strengthen the concept of fertility through various rituals (such as

sacrificial prayers, marriage rituals etc.) and prayed for more children and more



blessings, pursuing the continuation of life; on the other hand, in order to transcend
death, they emphasized "matching heaven with virtue" through funerals, sacrifices
and other rituals to strengthen the concept of clan. Under the "call" by the ancestors,
they moved forward and pursued the "immortality" life. These were collective acts
under the patriarchal concept, which we call " The Persistent Thought of Survival
Under the Collective Consciousness™.

(4) From the point of view of life and death as the theme of the poems,
although these works had not yet made profound philosophical thinking like the
"Axis Age",but at least they had made some progress over the imaginary
conjectures of the ancient people in primitive society like mythology and primitive
religion, such as their pursuit of "immortality" which connected with patriarchal

clan system.

Key words:
"The Book of Songs" , the views of life and death in the pre-Qin period,
Collective consciousness, Patriarchal clan system,

The more Descendants, the more happiness, Immortal life.
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