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On the Practicality of Philosophical Thoughts: A Look at the Theory of
“Object-Oriented Programming” from the Perspective of Feng Youlan’s Neo-Confucianism
ZHAO Jun-xiu
(Department of Chinese Culture, Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hongkong)

Abstract: In the eyes of Feng Youlan, philosophy is neither utilitarian nor applicable to the realm of reality.
However, the theory of “object-oriented programming” in computer science shares many similarities with the
philosophical thoughts embodied in Feng Youlan’s book Neo-Confucianism. By comparison of the similarities and
difference between the two, we will understand that philosophy is likely to be applied to the realm of reality
rather than just the realm of truth.
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