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On the Issue of Historical Materials about Wang Yangming’ s
Co - presiding over Sacrificial Rites at Confucian Temple

ZHU Hong - lin
( Department of History, The Chinese Uriversity of Hong Kong, China)

Abstract: The fact that Wang Yangming ( EPHBH ) got the permission to co - preside over sacrificial rites at
Confucian temple in the 12" Year of Emperor Wanli( 77 i+ Z.4F ) is of great significance in both intellectual&
cultural history and political history in Ming Dynasty, However, some cognitive difficulties which resulted from
the confusion of historical records emerged. There are some questions in the records in which narrated the
process of Wang Yangming’ s co — presiding over sacrificial rites in. The Veritable Records( { 3E3%) ) of Emper-
ors Muzong({ #852) and Shenzong( #52) , Annotating Emperor Wanli’ s Daily Life( { T HRJETE) ), Guogue
({ EHED Yand the memorial to the throne etc. Actually, with regard to the matter of Wang Yangming’s co -
presiding over sacrificial rites in the 12* Year of Emperor Wanli, Shang shu Shenli( 4 {535#8 ) of Ministry of
Rites( $L.#F ) didn’ t approve of this decision, whereas, Wang Yangminé succeeded in getting the permission

due to premier Shen Shixing” s( H [47 ) special request made to Emperor Shenzong." It’ s essential to clarify

the time — order of the above various records so as to clear up the confusions.

Key words; Wang Yangming( EJBH] ) ; Confucian temple; co — presiding over sacrificial rites at Confucian
temple; the real Confucianists
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